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Justice Committee 
 

Petitions PE1280 and PE1427 
 

Letter from the Scottish Government to the Convener 
 
Thank you for your letter of 19 February concerning Petitions PE1280 and PE1427. 
 
Petition PE1280 
 
Petition PE1280 advocates amending the Fatal Accidents and Sudden Deaths 
Inquiry (Scotland) Act 1976 to require the holding of a fatal accident inquiry when a 
person from Scotland dies abroad. 
 
Lord Cullen recommended, at paragraph 4.43 of his Report on the Fatal Accident 
Inquiry legislation, that there should be an extension to the 1976 Act to make 
provision for the Lord Advocate to have a power to apply for a fatal accident inquiry 
into the deaths of persons normally resident in Scotland where the body is 
repatriated to Scotland.  Lord Cullen made it clear, however, in his Report that he 
envisaged that the need for such inquiries would be infrequent, and for the discretion 
to be exercised only where the relevant authorities of the country in which a death 
has occurred have failed to investigate a death adequately or appropriately.   
 
I reiterated the Government’s commitment to legislate on fatal accident inquiries 
before the end of this Parliamentary session in the Chamber on 20 February in 
response to a question from Richard Baker.  The Committee will appreciate that 
there has been a heavy programme of Justice legislation in this session of 
Parliament and this has delayed the introduction of a Bill on this subject.  The 
Government will consult on the outstanding recommendations before bringing 
forward legislation.   
 
Petition PE1427 
 
PE1427 calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to 
implement the Scottish Civil Courts Review recommendations on multi-party actions.  
The Scottish Government has previously stated that it will address the SCCR 
recommendations in this area in its response to Sheriff Principal Taylor’s report on 
the Review of Expenses and Funding of Civil Litigation in Scotland.  
 
Since its publication in September, the Scottish Government has been giving Sheriff 
Principal Taylor’s report due consideration. The Government hopes to be in a 
position to publish a response to the Report in the late Spring.  As part of that 
response the Government will address the issue of multi-party actions. 
 
Some of the recommendations made by Sheriff Principal Taylor will require primary 
legislation, should they be accepted by the Government.  A slot on the legislative 
programme will have to be considered.  Other recommendations are not primarily for 
the Government to implement, but rather for the Lord President and Scottish Civil 
Justice Council (SCJC).  The Government will liaise closely with the Lord President 
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and SCJC but the timing of implementation in relation to the aspects of the Report 
falling within their remit is ultimately a matter for them. 
  
I hope this is helpful. 
 
Kenny MacAskill 
Cabinet Secretary for Justice 
6 March 2014 
 


